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INTERNATIONAL  MILITARY  TRIBUNAL  FOR  THE  FiJ*  EAST 

THE  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA,  et  r.l  )  AFFIDAVIT 

) 

-  VB  -  )  Of 

) 

ARaKI,  Sadao,  ot  al  )  ARIMA,  Yoriyasu 


I,  ARIMA,  Yoriyasu  mako  oath  and  say  ns  follows: 

1,  On  my  graduation  from  the  Poors  School,  I,  enrolled 
at  the  Agricultural  Department  of  the  Tokyo  Imperial  Univer¬ 
sity,  from  which  I  graduated  in  1910.  I  served  the  Agriculture 
and  Commorco  Ministry  from  1911  to  1917,  Then,  I  took  up 
teaching  and.  was  a  University  loctuor  till  1925.  I  was  electe 


to  the  House  of  Representatives  and  served  as  member  of  the 
Diet  from  1923  to  1928.  I  served  as  member  of  the  House  of 
Poors  from  1929  to  1940.  In  June,  1932,  I  was  appointed 


Parliamentary  Vice-Minister  of  Agriculture  and  Forestry  under 
the  SaITO  Cabinet,  from  which  post  I  retired  in  April,  1933. 
Prom  June,  1937  to  January,  1939,  I  was  Minister  of 
Agriculture  and  Forestry  under  in  first  KONOYE  Cabinet. 

Later, from  October,  1940  to  March,  1941  I  assumed  the  post 
of  Secretary-General  of  the  Imperial  Rule  Assistance  associa¬ 


tion. 


Marquis  KIDO  and  I  have  been  bid  friends  since  our 


Peers  School  days.  Later  when  Marquis  KIDO  jolnod  the  service 
of  the  Ministry  of  agriculture  and.  Commerce  in  1915,  he  was 
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my  col longue  in  the  i^ronomic  Section  of  the  agricultural 
Affairs  Bureau  in  the  Ministry.  Then,  the  Marquis  was  transferr¬ 
ed  to  the  imperial  Household  Department  after  which  he  entered 
political  circles  to  Join  the  KO'IOYE  Cabinet  first  and  then 
the  HIR.KUM.,  Cabinet.  Finally,  ho  was  appointed  the  Lord  Keepe:  . 

of  the  Privy  Seal.  the  while  I  was  en  Intimate  terms  with 

him,  and  in  1937  when  the  first  KOHOYE  Cabinet  was  formed. 

Marquis  KIDO  and  I  joined  it  as  Cabinet  Ministers. 

I  am  fully  acquainted  with  Marquis  KIDO's  ideas  and 
political  views.  I  nm  also  well  acquainted  with  Prince  KOMOYE-e 
character  and  political  views,  as  ho  and  I  were  also  close 
frionds  since  Peers  School  dr\ys. 

3.  The  Shinalkai  was  organized  by  more  than  a  dozen 

graduates  of  the  Poors  School  at  my  instance  in  about  1917  for 
making  studies  mostly  in  the  social,  labor  and  agrarian 
questions.  Marquis  KIDO  was  one  of  its  orgalnzors.  Tho  social 
situation,  then  prevailing  in  Japan  was  sa  ominously  tense  that 
I  and  other  like-minded  poeple  felt  called  upon  to  enlighten 
the  people  by  lectures.  Hence  tho  formation  of  the  Shinalkai. 

The  studies  in  social  questions  lod  to  undertaking  of  soda 

„  -  .gel  „ith  tho  assistance  of  Marquis  KIDO, 

wolfnro  work.  In 

princo  KOttOYE,  Marquis  HIROH.Tu  and  Marquis  S..S..KI, 

the  Shlnal  Middle  Might  School  for  the  purpose  of  providing 

the  proletarian  youth  with  equal  opportunity  of  education. 
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When  I  starter  building  the  schoolhouso  at  an  estimated  cost 
of  130 , 000  yen,  Marquis  KIDO  shov/od  his  profound  understanding 
:»T  t;  y  V  it: I  work  in  donating  30,000  yen  toward  tho 
building  fund,  by  disposing  of  some  of  his  real  estate. 

The  Shinaikai  was  revived  under  the  name  of  the  Julchikni 
v  -ir'lo  Eleventh  association)  in  tho  11th  of  the  Tniso  ERA 
(1SC2).  Its  meetings  have  since  boon  held  at  the  residence  of 
Marquis  KIDO  through  the  good  office 3  of  Viscount  ODA. 

4.  Marquis  KIDO's  grandfather  was  .  •  KIDO,  Takayoshi  one 
of  the  famous  trio  of  the  Meiji  Restoration  of  1869,  and  who 
was  most  progressive  and  a  constitutionalifcs.  In  my  converse- 
tion  with  Marquis  KIDO  ho  always  ospousod  tho  cause  of  con¬ 
stitutional  government  in  Japan.  He  zealously  guarded  liberalism 
and  constitutionalism,  and  identified  himself  with  tho  growth 

of  constitutional  government  in  this  country,  by  his  words  and 
actions  in  restraining  tho  Army's  arbitrariness  and  dospoticisr 
On  tho  recommendation  of  Princo  KONOYE,  Marquis  KIDO  became 
Chief  Socretary  to  Count  MiJCINO,  Nobuaki  who  serving  as  Lord 
Koopor  of  tho  Privy  Seal  in  1930,  During  his  tenuro  of  offico 
as  Chief  Secretary  to  tho  Lord  Koojpcr  of  tho  Privy  Seal,  I 
know  tho  Marquis  on.loyod  Count  KaKINO '  s  Implicit  coniidonce. 

5.  In  connection  with  Marquis  KIDO's  assumption  of  tho 
portfolio  of  Education  in  tho  first  KONOYE  Cabinet,  I  rocall 
KONOYE  told  mo  to  tho  following  of foot  and  asked  for  my  good 


4k 
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off loos  lntu  in  October,  1937: 


<»  '  ~fh 

i  tyote 

'irtf/  oh  /fie  ‘  «^!aj 

rv  fi'\ 

*7®  fre  LXf?~{ 

*&< 


"Mr,  Y..SUI  won't  reconsidervhimsolf ,  insisting  to 
resign  os  Minister  of  Education.  It  can?t  be  helped. 
So,  I  wentod  Mr,  KIDO  to  join  my  Cabinot  and  appronchod 
him  with  tho  request.  But  Mr.  KIDO  stressed,  tho 
necessity  for  restoring  friendly  relations  with  Chinn, 
by  settling  tho  Chinn  Affair  as  soon  as  pessiblo.  If 
the  affair  wns  nllov/od  to  go  on,  ho  told  mo  that  it 
would  be  no  uso  joining  tho  Cabinet.  I  am  likomindod 
and  wracking  my  brains  to  rostoro  ponce  with  China 
without  furthor  delay.  If  ho  thought  so,  I  askod'hln 
again  to  join  my  Cabinot  and  exert  thomselvos  for  4ho 
Accept  as  you  aro  one  of  Mr.  KIDO.' s  closo 

friends,  I  hope  you  will  bo  in  closo  touch  with  him 
and  ndko  endonvors  for  settlement  of  tho  Chinn  <iffair 
togethor  with  him." 


Following  his  assumption  of  tho  portfolio  of  Education  in  the 
first  KONOYE  Cabinot,  Marquis  KIDO  spared  no  pains  in  sottling 
tho  Chinn  ..iff air  ns  soon  ns  possiblo.  For  instance,  ho  con¬ 
voyed  Prince  KONOYE* s  desire  to  sottlo  tho  China  Affair  to  War 
Ministor  SUGIY.iM.u 

6.  Tho  quostion  of  pouco  with  China  through  tho  intermedia! 
of  Gormrn  Ambassador  Trnutman  enmo  up  for  discussion  at  tho 
Cabinot  mooting  of  Docombor  17,  1937,  I  and  Education  Ministor 
KDO  h’d  been  giving  serious  thought  to  a  termination  of  tho 
China  Affair,  in  pursuance  of  Primo  Ministor  KONOYE' s  wishos, 
and  wo  had  discussed  tho  mnttor, 

I  recall  that  nt  that  Cabinot  mooting  KIDO  asked  Gonoral 
SUGIY.iMa,  War  Ministor: 

"it  will  bo  really  fortunato,  if  tho  China  affair  can 
bo  settled  with  tho  torms,  just  discussed  at  this 
mooting.  I  dosiro  tho  negotiation  to  bo  brought  to  an 
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amicable  conclusion  by  ell  moans,  ^s  it  is  a  bi-latoral 
nogoti  at  ion,  howovor,  I  thinlc  it  mny  become  necessary 
for  Japan  to  malco  n  further  concostion  according  to 
China's  countor-prouosals,  Is  the  «rmy  proparod  for 
such  a  contingency? " 

To  which  War  Minister  SUGIYAM*  ropliod: 

"No,  this  is  a  minimum  domand.  Should  Chirm  rufuso 
to  accept  it,  therefore,  there  would  bo  no  courso  loft 
to  the  Japanese  *rmy  but  to  toko  military  action  against 
China." 

I  recall  that  I  was  surprised  at  tho  War  Minister's  roply. 

7,  Tho  Government  rogardod  tho  poaco  negotiation  with  China 

through  tho  intermediary  of  Gorman  Ambassador  Tr  rut  man  as 
hopoloss  and  decided  upon  a  no w  policy  at  tho  Cabinet  mooting 
of  January  14,  1938.  The  now  policy  embodied  tho  formula, 
submitted  by  Foreign  Minister  HIROT*,  Wo,  that  is,  tho  othor 
Cabinet  members,  supportod  tho  formula,  fully  trusting  tho 
explanation  of  Foreign  Minister  HIROT.t,  tho  authority  on 
diplomatic  affairs  in  this  country,  that  it  was  a  shortcut  for 
settlement  of  tho  China  ..ffnir. 

KIDO  uxprossod  no  opinion  at  thi3  mooting  on  this  matter.  Tho 
War  minister  said  very  little,  fond  my  rocolloction  is  thrt  ho 
f  ■  voaod  attompts  to  moko  poaco  with  tho  new  government.. , 

I  nuvor  hoard  that  General  TAD*,  Vico-Chiof  of  Staff  of 
tho  «rmy,  submittod  any  proposal  to  tho  Government  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  Japan's  policy  toward  China,  nor  was  any  report  of  his 
made  at  the  Cabinet  mooting  on  such  a  mattor,  nor  did  ho  appoar 
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personally  at  thu  Cabinot  mooting. 

8.  I  hoard  nothing  about  any  atrocities  committed  by 
Japanese  troops  in  tho  City  of  Nanking  at  that  timo,  nor  did 

I  hoar  anything  thoroanont  in  Cabinet  circles.  Still  loss  did 
X  hoar  any  roport  submitte  to  tho  Cubinot  Council  on  such 
mf  ttor. 

9,  The  Cabinet  re cons ; ruction  of  May,  1938  failed  to  bring 
about  tho  anticipated  settlement  of  tUo  China  Kffair.  Not  only 
that, various  difficulties  cropped  up  in  tho  political  fiold  in 
tho  latter  h  If  of  1938,  with  the  result  that  a  Cabinet  chango 
was  persistently  rumored  due  to  tho  fact  that  ovory  oner  in  a 
-tittle  KONOYE  wantod.  to  resign.  I  had  conversations  with  both 
KIDO  and  KONOYE  during  this  poriod  and  I  hoard,  from  both  of 
them  of  K  DO’s  offorts  to  keep  KONOYE  from  resigning  and  advice 
to  him  to  work-,  harder  to  sottlo  tho  China  affair. 

10*  .in  attempt  at  forming  r  now  political  party  i  was  made 
twice  under  tho  first  KONOYE  Cabinot  which  oxistod  from  1937 
to  January,  1939. 

The  first  attempt  v/a.s  mndo  in  February,  1938  and  tho  socond, 
about  Octobor,  the  s  mo  year*  But  both  failed,  duo  to  Princo 
KONOYE' s  chango  of  mind.  Boing  Prime  Ministor  as  ho  was  of  n 
“non-p«vty"  Cabinet,  which  ho  wan  fully  rvio.ro  was  quite  impotent 
to  the  ..rny,  duo  to  its  lack  of  a  backing  of  a  political  party, 

Princo  KONOYE  consulted  Marquis  KIDO  and  mo  about  the  mnttor  in 

*  •  i 

. 
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efforts  to  sot  up  r.n  organization  which  would  win  popular 
support.  But  tho  project  was  droppod  es  the  result  of  a  Joint 
request,  made  by  tho  «rmy  and  bureaucrats  with  Home  Minister 
admiral  SOYETSUQU,  Nobumnsn  in  tho  centor,  for  organizing  the 
onvisioned  political  party  along' Fascist  linos.  KONOYE,  KIDO 
and  I  opposed  such  an  idea. 

11,  On  May  26,  1940  when  Prince  KONOYE,  Marquis  K: DO  and 
I  mot  together,  Prince  KONOYE  rovoalod  that  it  was  rumored  that 
the  YON.il  Cabinet  might  rosign  and  that  he  might  bo  askod  to 
possibly  form  a  second  KONOYE  Cabinet.  Thoroupon,  pointing  out 
that  tho  first  KONOYE  Cabinet  was  forcod  to  rosign  on  bloc  by 
tho  ..rmy's  arbitrariness  and  dospoticism.  Marquis  KIDO  and  I 
urged  upon  Prince  KONOYE  the  vital  nocossity  for  basing  tho 
socond  KONOYE  Cabinet  on  a  poworful  political  party.  Princo 
KONOYE  approvod  of  the  suggestion,  as  tho  rosult  of  which  an 
exchange  of  notes  took  placo  among  tho  throo  of  us  with  regard 
to  tho  formation  of  a  new  political  party.  Marquis  K.  DO  however 
assumed  tho  post  of  Lord  Koopor  of  tho  Privy  Seal  boloro  long 
and  washed  his  hands  of  tho  mnttor  in  doforonce  of  the  very 
naturu  of  his  official  duty. 

12,  Tho  Tnisui  Yokusan  Kai  or  Imperial  Rule  Assistance 
Association  was  formed  under  the  socond  KONOYE  Cabinet  in 
October,  1940,  but  Marquis  KIDO  and  I,  who  learned  of  it  Just 
bo for  its  formation  wore  not  connected  at  all  with  tho  form- 
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ulatlon  of  the  plan  for  Its  Organization.  Nolthor  Marquis 
KIDO  nor  I  hod  any  knowledge  of  whoso  plan  Princo  KONOYE  had 
adopted  m  sotting  up  the  Imperial  Rule  osslstanoo  association 


or  whnt  his  original  concorption  was. 

It  wss  not  in  accordance  with  our  Ideas  as  expressed.  On  May 
26,  1940,  nor  was  it  the  outgrowth  of  that  conversation. 

13,  Princo  KONOYE  sought  tho  Marquis  realiolic  counsol  tok 

fulfil  his  own  vision  on  numomus  occasions.  I  recall  that 
Marquis  KIDO  often  told  mo  that  it  was  very  troublo-somo  to 
"chaperon”  Prince  KONOYE,  because  ho  was  an  idealist. 


On  this  30  day  of  Jan.,  1947 
At  SEKINE-CHO  71,  SUginomi 


DEPONENT  .iRIM.,.  Yoriynsu  (soal) 

x,  HOZUMI,  Shi go taka ,  horoby  certify  that  the  abovo 
statement  was  sworn  by  tho  Deponet,  who  affixed  his  signature 
and  soal  thoreto  in  the  prosonco  of  this  wibnoss. 


On  tho  same  dato 
At  same  placo 

Withes s :  (signed)  HOZUMI.  Shi go taka  (seal) 


oath 

In  accordance  with  my  conscience  I  swear  to  toll  the  who It 
truth  withholding  nothing  and  adding  nothing. 
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